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Jesus Wants You!

| surrendered to the rush hour traffic on Wednesday this week to attend an ordination. It took me just over
two hours to fight my way to Grace Place, an Episcopal Church in the South Loop, but it was worth every
minute to be present and to lay hands on my good friend and colleague, Sunny Lopez, as Bishop Lee
consecrated her with the words, “...Father, through Jesus Christ you Son, give your Holy Spirit to Sunny;
fill her with grace and power, and make her a priest in your Church.” In the examination before the words
of consecration, Bishop Lee, reminded Sunny that her role would be to love and serve the people among
whom she works, caring alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor......... that in all that she
will do (in her ministry), she is to nourish Christ’'s people from the richness of God’s grace, (to) and

strengthen them to glorify God in this life and the life to come (BCP p.531).

When | heard those words, | discovered tears were streaming down my face...... tears of joy for Sunny
and tears, | suppose, from the mists of memory of my own ordination service just seven years

F=To [ JEURR it is always so powerful to be reminded of God’s call....... God’s own sweet whisper to
come and serve God’s people. Perhaps the tears came of exhaustion or perhaps they came because
Sunny, like me, came to active ministry in the church rather late in her vocational life, having first
answered God’s call to be a wife and mother much as | had. My call had been crystal clear at that time,
though I’'m not sure | could have articulated it then............ a call to marry, to raise two daughters, to be a
member of this parish family, and to volunteer here and in my community.....to be a citizen of this world.
As with most of us, God will whisper several times to each of us in our life span........ and my recent call
was to serve in God’s church............. to minister to the needs of the world. It is a powerful reminder that

God calls us at all times, in all places and in all the circumstances of our lives.

The passages from Scripture today all have something signifigant say about call, God’s call. We hear first
about God’s appearance to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre and God’s audacious promise that Abraham
and his wife Sarah will bear a son......... and that the promise had its roots in God’s previous promise to
Abraham, “l will make of you a great nation,” a covenant made at the time of Abraham’s initial call.
Abraham and Sarah, as we learned last week, have left their home, their country and their kin to follow

God's call...... and now, these many years later, the promise of a child....... and because Sarah is long



Paul writes in his letter to the Church in Rome that because of God'’s favor and God’s call, we are justified
by faith and we can boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.............. another audacious message

of God’s grace.

In the gospel passage, Jesus is busy responding to God’s call to proclaim the good news of the kingdom,
to preach and to teach and to heal in God’s name............. he turns to the disciples in his company and
says to them, “the harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.” After this proclamation, Jesus named the apostles and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and sickness................... the
mission of the apostles is a healing ministry, which will bear its own testimony to the breaking forth of the

power of God.

In the passage from Matthew, Jesus calls out the apostles............ names them as colleagues and
leaders.......... and commissions them to go out into the mission field. Asking his followers to do no more
than he himself has done, Jesus instructs them to proclaim the great good news and to heal everything in
sight! | ask you, my friends, did you hear your name among that number? Because as surely as the sun

rose this morning in the eastern sky, Jesus is calling us, too! Remember that wonderful poster of Uncle

Sam from the World Wars | and 11? “| want you (for the US army)” Well............... that is Jesus, my
friends......... calling you, calling me!

Who, me, you say? My name isn’t Simon, Andrew, John or James........... Philip or
Bartholomew............. I have my own life to lead, | have a family, | have a career, | go to school, | have

commitments in the community, | have my friends, my hobbies, my own life, my own
agenda................ I'm not at all sure about this discipleship business............ and what does preaching

and healing have to do with being a teacher, an executive, a parent, a student? I’'m not sure | understand.

As God’s own, we have been already been given authority over every unclean spirit and sickness and
disease........... by virtue of our baptism. | believe we are called to ease the dis-ease the people of God
are living in by working in our churches, our communities, and on our jobs and at school to send or bring

healing and hope.

Well, what’s it going to be? How is God calling you to heal, to cast our every unclean spirit and sickness

and disease............ in your home life, in your vocation or at your school, here at Holy Spirit, out in the
community........... and what about the world......... how is God calling us to heal the planet? Simon Peter
isn’'t here anymore........... neither is Philip, Bartholomew, James or John............. Mary, the mother of
Jesusis gone.............. so are Martha and Mary, the sisters of Lazarus, Mary Magdalene and the other
women apostles............. no one is left except for you and me.



How will you hear God’s sweet whisper to serve? Will you hear it here at Holy Spirit, working for
Community Meals up in Waukegan, taking a mission trip to Ethete, Wyoming or Honduras, being a
Confirmation mentor or Sunday school teacher, will you become a Stephen Minister? Are you willing to

heal in this important way?

Will you hear God'’s call to heal in the community by dismantling the systems and structures that diminish
our common life.............. hunger, poverty, homelessness, deplorable education and health care
systems, violence in our homes and in our schooils............... are you ready engage in justice work? Will
you join with members of our parish family who are working with Lake County United to provide a new
and state of the art Winchester House for the elderly and indigent in Lake County? There is another group
of leaders from this amazing organization working for the possibility of a charter school in Waukegan.....a
dream for the families in that community who want a first class education for their children......... so that
they might have the same opportunity for a promising future that our kids enjoy....... are you willing to heal

in this important way?

Will you hear God’s call to heal the planet....... by joining our faith and environment initiatives here in the
parish........ by joining us in recycling batteries, recycling paper, glass and cans here in our church home
and in your own....... by buying and serving only fair trade coffee? Are you willing to heal in this important

way?

Jewish mystics say the world is broken, shattered from the very beginning of creation itself. God’s light is
scattered, and pieces of it can be found everywhere. Our task is to put it back together again, shard by
shard, spark by spark........ Jews call this tikkun olam — “fixing the world,” and Jews, Muslims, and
Christians alike believe we can accomplish this by following God’s commandments: those Godly
imperatives like giving, compassion, justice, acts of loving kindness. They serve as God’s call in the
broken world..................... and | believe the more Godly imperatives we take upon ourselves and our

community of faith, the more repair we will accomplish through God’s grace. By fixing our corner of the

world............ we are answering Jesus’ call to be his hands and feet in the world, his blessing and his
hope.................. his healing touch. | ask you, are you willing to heal in this important way?
Amen



